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Beginning from a so-called early immigrant society evolving to a convergence of 
multi ethnic and cultural society today, we see an imperceptible change in this 
Malaysia’s compound society. Language reflects the change of human life. The 
Malaysian Chinese’s multilingual characteristic is a historical heritage and is unique 
to the oversea Chinese, but is nevertheless neglected in the research and studies on 
oversea Chinese. The significance of this research lies on the verification of the 
historical development of language shift of the local Chinese in Malaysia for a period 
of more than half a century, since post World War II till date. The subjects of this 
research are the pure origin descendents of Chinese immigrants in Malaysia. Using 
both methods of literature and field work studies, this research focuses on the impact 
of the social change on language shift in the Chinese ethnic and thereby infers the 
level of localization and integration of the Chinese ethnic in Malaysia. The languages 
referred to are those languages acquired by the Chinese ethnic generally including 
Mandarin, English, Malay and Chinese dialects such as Minnan, Cantonese, Hakka, 
Teowchew, and Hainanese.  
The innovation of this research lies on its attempt to incorporate historical, 
linguistics, and anthropological materials within a single study. From the macro 
sociolinguistics point of view, this research studies the shift of the languages spoken 
by the Malaysian Chinese ethnic without going into the details of the grammatical 
changes. In addition, the study also employs the micro sociolinguistics point of view 
by looking into the synchronic differences, probing into the diachronic changes and 
exploring the evolution of language choice of all three generations of the same family 
in accordance with the advancement of age. Being a Malaysia local born Chinese, the 
author enjoys the advantage of having double viewpoint, as an observer as well as a 
participant. The observation and actual experience gained since the authors childhood 
have greatly enhanced the author understanding of the Chinese community in 
Malaysia. 
    This research is actually a combination of two pieces of studies, one on the social 
changes in the Chinese society which are taken as the influential factors to the 














same family that acts as the indicator of the language shift in the Chinese society.  
The main contents of the first part include situations of language use in Malaysia, 
changes in Chinese ethnic after World War II as well as local social factors which 
influence the behavior of the Chinese ethnic, and the national language and 
educational policies. The second part is the analysis and report of field work. The 
findings confirmed the impact of the social changes on the language use of Chinese 
ethnic. In the middle of 20th century, the Chinese had the tendency of only using the 
dialect of his own origin. Half a century later, however, the modern younger 
generation has given up using their grandparents’ favorite languages and instead, 
prefers to use English language or Mandarin. The middle age generation shows the 
ability of speaking many languages. Globalization and modernization is a cause 
accelerating the usage of English language; the Malaysia national educational and 
language policies emphasize the learning of Malay language; the Chinese education 
promotes the usage of Mandarin among different dialect groups and the Chinese’s 
unique culture drives the succession of the Chinese dialects. Some Chinese dialects 
are phasing out by the tidal wave of globalization. The younger generations display 
the tendency of acculturation in language use. The code mixing phenomenon among 
the younger generations reflects the integration of local cultures in the language usage 
of the Chinese ethnic in Malaysia. 
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